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Tidelands by Philippa Gregory 

Historical fiction writer, Phillipa Gregory, writes this book inspired by the ar-
ea of Selsey, near Chichester.  It is set in 1648, amidst the civil war between 
the King and parliament.  The main character is a woman, Alinor, who was an 
herbalist and midwife.  The locals were aware of her linear heritage as a wise 
woman, which caused talk and speculation of witchcraft.  The story is about 
Alinor’s struggle with poverty, ambition, love, and her ability to heal others, 
in a time when witchcraft was feared, and many were put on trial.  

There were mixed opinions about the book within Durweston Book Club.  
Phillipa Gregory writes two different types of historical fiction books.  Ones 
which I like to call “factual historical fiction” which would be based on a King 
or Queen (like The Other Boleyn Girl) and others which I call “fictional histori-
cal fiction” which are stories based in a historical time but about a made-up 
person.  Tidelands falls in the fictional historical group.  Phillipa Gregory 
shows great knowledge and research in setting the scene.  She is very de-
scriptive and for some, that allowed them to be fully submersed into the sto-
ry line but for others it felt repetitive and unnecessary, resulting in a frus-
trating read.  Overall, in my opinion the best books Phillipa Gregory writes 
are of the factual historical fiction nature; she excels in these and are a pleas-
ure to read. This book just felt unbelievable in the circumstances and out-
comes of Alinor and a bit drawn out with description.  However, if you do 
enjoy it, it is the first book in a series so you can read more of Alinor’s jour-
ney.  

Rating 3/5    Review written by Mrs J D Schern (lady of the bookclub) 

BOOK CLUB 



Durweston Village Hall Coffee Morning  
Every Friday 10-12 Come join us, friends and neighbours, new 

and old, for a friendly chat with a hot drink or 2 For only £1.00   


